CONFERENCE SECTIONALS

SECTIONAL A: FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1:15-2:15

A1 
Understanding Emotions to Understand Behaviors:  Getting the message of Connection & passing it on to the parents
 - Part 1 (must also commit to sectional B1)

Kirsten Knottleson
Audience -  All  

 In this thought provoking, two part class we’ll discuss the ‘brain science’ of emotions and how building a sense of safety and connection through play, listening, and emotional release allows children to access their frontal lobe. When they can do this, they are more flexible, power struggles are reduced, it is easier for them to learn, and they have more successful social interactions. You’ll learn how to apply this information in your daily classroom, and how to relay the message of the value of play for optimal cognitive and emotional development to parents.
A2  
Basic First Aid (2 Year Licensing Approved Certification upon completion of sectional)


Rob Vires


Audience – All 

This class is designed for Child Care Providers.  We cover basic first aid in an inviting atmosphere.  With years of experience as Firefighter EMTs and Paramedics, our real world experience allows us to provide First Aid instruction in a practical, easy to understand fashion… and you might even laugh a little too! (Redeemer Staff says, “Best First Aid Class you’ll ever attend!”)
A3
Making Early Math Skills Fun & Easy To Teach -  Part 1 (must commit to sectional B3)

Rebecca Manferd

Audience:  2’s, 3’s & 4’s Teachers

There are essential math skills that a young child needs for success in school, and math can be found in every corner of the preschool classroom.  You will identify these skills and the appropriate vocabulary to teach them, along with designing fun activities using everyday materials and opportunities.
A4
Pre-School and Kindergarten Classrooms With Sensational Views - Part 1 (must commit to sectional B4)

Deanna Engber

Audience:  Toddlers – Kindergarten Teachers
The first hour will define what sensory integration dysfunction or sensory integration disorder looks like and how to detect it in the classroom or on the playground.  The second hour will address accommodations, interventions, and solutions for working with a child with sensory issues during the school day.  Understanding the issue alone elicits a different approach to the child and facilitates more creative solutions.

A5
Getting Constructive Behavior Change by Applying Behavior Modification Techniques Part 1 (must commit to sectional B5) 

Robyn Rogers

Audience:  Pre K, Kinder, & After School Age Teachers

We will focus on how to identify the behaviors that need to be changed and discuss which techniques are most appropriate to get the results you want.  The second part will be an interactive session where we will practice applying the techniques to increase the success of constructive behavior change.
A6
Not Another Yard Sale; Successful Fundraising

Cheryl Smith


Audience:  Directors 

Come learn how to organize successful fundraising events that get everyone involved: teachers, parents and board members.
A7 
The Trifecta Field Trip (must also commit to sectional B7 & C7)

Danna Keyburn, Lupita Hannusch, & Kim Nungaray


Audience:  Toddlers, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Kinder Teachers & Directors

Are you looking for some new ideas for your classroom or program?  Come on a field trip and experience it firsthand.  We’ll load you up on a bus and head over to Redeemer Lutheran School, where you will have the opportunity to enjoy an afternoon of learning and get LOTS of new ideas.  Learn about how to incorporate Spanish & Sign Language simultaneously into your classroom.  Learn about gardening & environmental education and how to get this started at your school.  Finally, take a tour of our classrooms.  Each teacher will have her classroom set up for a different unit.  Bring your camera & get some new ideas to take home with you.  Don’t worry, we’ll have you back to the hotel in time to meet up with your group to head out for dinner!
A8
Favorite Stories & Songs with Simple to Make Puppets

Jean Kuecher

Audience:  All 

Delightful demonstrations of simple to make puppets to use in familiar stories and songs will encourage participants to share puppetry with children. Educators will learn  through puppetry how children’s creative thinking skills expand,  how to incorporate art into literacy by using puppets for story mapping, collaboration, & comprehension, and how to use puppetry as a valuable learning & teaching tool in the classroom to accomplish curriculum goals. 

A9
Director Connector

District Office Staff & ECE Council Representatives


Audience:  Directors

Come meet with other colleagues who wear all the same hats you wear as a Director.  Learn about all the resources and help that are available to you.  Come find support, encouragement, and strength to continue in the ministry of leadership!

A10
Building Positive Teacher-Child Relationships

Nancy Johnson


Audience:  All

In this sectional we will discuss how to decrease challenging behaviors and to increase competence levels, good peer interactions, parent support, and classroom success. You will learn to have more fun by building and strengthening positive classroom relationships with your children.

A11
 An Educator Who Makes a Difference


Tivy Whitlock


Audience: All

According to learning theorist, Albert Bandara, “Children do not always do what they are told, but rather what they see others do.”  What are children learning from what you model in the classroom?  You’ll get a chance to complete a healthy communication assessment and understand how this impacts building respect and trust.  In this session, we’ll explore different learning styles, strategies to helping children develop critical skills, and best practices for creating an environment for learning.

A12
Supercharged: Living a Happier, Healthier, and More Energized Life!


Gregg Catalano – Keynote Presenter


Audience:  All
If you want to refuel the tank, live an energized life and create positive energy in everything you do, then this is the one workshop you must attend this year!  Catch Gregg’s energy, enthusiasm and love for life as he shares with you sound advice for dealing with daily stress, energy boosting techniques, and the formula for living a happier, healthier and more Supercharged life!

SECTIONAL B: FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2:30-3:30
B1
Understanding Emotions to Understand Behaviors:  Getting the message of Connection & passing it on to the parents
 - Part 2 (prior attendance at sectional A1)
Kirsten Knottleson

Audience -  All Age Groups 

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A1 – See course Description under A1

B2
CPR / AED Training (Infant, Child, & Adult) (2 year Licensing Approved Certification)


Rob Vires


Audience: All Age Groups
Would you want to learn how to fly an airplane from someone who hasn’t flown before?  With our experience as Firefighter EMTs and Paramedics, our real world experience enables us to offer a practical approach to CPR training.  We offer a simple to understand teaching style that may have you laughing as you learn. (Redeemer Staff says, “Best CPR Class you’ll ever attend!”)
B3
Making Early Math Skills Fun & Easy To Teach -  Part 2 (prior attendance at  sectional A3)

Rebecca Manferd


Audience:  2’s, 3’s & 4’s Teachers

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A3 – see course description under A3

B4
Pre-School and Kindergarten Classrooms With Sensational Views -  Part 2 (prior attendance at sectional A4)


Deanna Engber

Audience:  Toddlers – Kindergarten Teachers

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A4 – see course description under A4

B5 
Getting Constructive Behavior Change by Applying Behavior Modification Techniques Part 2 (prior attendance at sectional A5) 


Robyn Rogers

Audience:  Pre K, Kinder, & After School Age Teachers
Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A5 – see course description under A5

B6
Early Literacy: Not Just ABC’s

Cheryl Smith


Audience:  Toddler- Pre K Teachers

Expand literacy throughout your classroom.  Learn hands on activities that will get kids excited about books.
B7 
The Trifecta Field Trip - Part 2 (prior attendance at sectional A7 & commitment to C7)


Danna Keyburn, Lupita Hannusch,  & Kim Nungaray


Audience:  Toddlers, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Kinder Teachers & Directors

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A7 – see course description under A7

B8
Puppets Alive for Learning

Jean Kuecher

Audience:  All Age Groups

Get motivated, gain confidence, and learn techniques for using puppets and stuffed animals -  powerful teaching and learning tools - to enrich and nurture creative thinking, to stretch the imagination, to strengthen a love of language, to motivate reading, and to heighten visualization, critical thinking, listening, and communication skills. Be enabled to use puppets to teach specific concepts and ideas to young children – such as colors, numbers, shapes, names for parts of the body, days of the week, social skills, etc.
B9
Knowing & Understanding Myself Better to Understand Others & Pursue Teaching Excellence – Part 1 (must also commit to sectional C9)

Joan Andersen


Audience:  All

Participants will have the opportunity to take a Personality Inventory and to review the four personality types and their strengths & weaknesses.  In the second part of the session you will learn how to use this information to work with parents, co-workers, & little ones.

B10
Helping Children Make Transitions

Nancy Johnson


Audience:  Toddler – Kindergarten Teachers

Learn how to help children get from here to there without the winds of a hurricane.  We will discuss transitions between activities, locations, & programs.

B11
 Top 10 Temper Tantrum Triggers

Tivy Whitlock


Audience:  Infant, Toddler, & 2’s Teachers
Did you know researchers have developed a Top 10 List for Temper Tantrum Triggers? You‘ll find out what these are and more. We‘ll also discuss handling challenging behaviors, positive communication, setting positive expectations, being aware of the child‘s temperament, and some basic strategies and techniques. Some parents and caregivers may be surprised to learn that tantrums are both terrific and challenging. The important thing to remember is that temper tantrums are a normal part of the child‘s development process. You play a crucial role in helping your child reach his or her full potential.

B12
The Out-of-Sync Preschooler: Understanding Sensory Processing Disorder

Gregg Catalano – Keynote Speaker


Audience:  All

Ever wonder why some of your children seem to be out-of-sync with others and respond in unusual ways to differing environments, classmates, teachers, and ordinary classroom activities?  Sensory Integration (SI) may be the reason.  SI can create problems that affect the mood, development, and education of many children; yet, chances are you have never heard of it.  Join Gregg in this very informative and interactive session as he helps you better understand SI problems and how to become more “in sync” with those children who seem to be “out-of-sync” in your classrooms. 
SECTIONAL C: FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 4:00-5:00
C1
Temperament Traits

Kirsten Knottleson


Audience:  All Age Groups
Children are unique with their own way of approaching the world, new situations, new information, and people. Some of this depends on their environment, how they are treated, and what they experience. Some of this seems to be just “who they are”. These are what we call their unique combination of 9 Temperament Traits. We’ll discuss how you and their parents can determine each child’s temperament traits and, from that, develop a plan of how to support that child’s specific learning needs at home and at school.

C2
Keeping It Real

Robyn Rogers


Audience:  3’s, 4’s, Kinder, & After School Age Teachers

In this overview of William Glasser’s Reality Therapy, we will discuss how we can use the simple steps of Reality Therapy to help young children make better choices.
C3
Outdoor Learning Activities 

Cheryl Smith
Audience: Toddlers, 2’s, 3’s, & 4’s

Make your playground an outdoor classroom!  Learn how to set up centers outdoors and let kids really learn and have a great time too.
C4 
Child Find

Mary Caputo


Audience:  2’s, 3’s, 4’s & Kinder Teachers, & Directors

We know that ECI is available to children with delays & disabilities age 2 and under, but what happens when kids turn 3?  Child Find is the federal program that every school district has the duty to fulfill.  Child Find’s mission is to provide early intervention for 3-5 year olds with suspected delays or disabilities.  Come learn how and when to make a referral and what families can expect.  Get informed!

C5
Director Connector

District Office Staff & ECE Council Representatives


Audience:  Directors

Come meet with other colleagues who wear all the same hats you wear as a Director.  Learn about all the resources and help that are available to you.  Come find support, encouragement, and strength to continue in the ministry of leadership!

C7 
The Trifecta Field Trip - Part 2 (prior attendance at sectional A7 & B7)


Danna Keyburn, Lupita Hannusch,  & Kim Nungaray


Audience:  Toddlers, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Kinder Teachers & Directors

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional A7 & B7 – see course description under A7

C8
Create Black Light Puppets & Original Stories

Jean Kuecher


Audience:  All Age Groups

Make and Take:  Handcraft your own black light puppet from fluorescent materials. Manipulate and speak for your puppet. In small groups, create your own original stories and present your puppet shows from behind the hand puppet stage. Story development will incorporate main character, goal, problem and solution. Participant puppeteers will model using puppets to create story maps and deepen character development to support literacy.
C9
Knowing & Understanding Myself Better to Understand Others & Pursue Teaching Excellence – Part 2 (prior commitment to sectional B9)

Joan Andersen


Audience:  All

Continuation (not repeat) of Sectional B9 – see course description under B9

C10
Helping Children Express Their Wants & Needs

Nancy Johnson


Audience:  Infant, Toddler, 2’s & 3’s Teachers

Learn how to help children develop communication skills and support an increase in positive social interactions, increase in levels of functioning, and decrease in undesirable behaviors.

C11
 Between Diapers & Bottles

Tivy Whitlock  


Audience:  Infant & Toddler Teachers

Infants and toddlers learn about the world and the people around them through daily routines.  Their curriculum for building strong social emotional wellness is what the people around them do and say.  Learn how to use emergent curriculum to make the most of the teachable moments with infants and young toddlers.

C12
Accreditation ABC’S

Steven Jahnke


Audience:  Directors

Are you interested in gaining accreditation status for your Early Childhood Center?  Come to this informative question and answer session where you can find out more about this valuable and rewarding process and certification for your center.

SECTIONAL PRESENTER INFORMATION

Cheryl Smith

 Cheryl has 34 years of early childhood experience. She has taught preschool, owned a child care center, directed a Lutheran Child Care program, and mentored teachers for Head Start. She currently runs a registered family home child care program which means she teaches, owns, & directs it all 5 days a week.
Danna Keyburn

Danna is the nature & environmental education teacher at Redeemer Lutheran School.  She has established gardens for students, and has created natural habitats in which students can explore and learn.  She was named the Jr. Master Gardener Teacher of the Year for Texas in 2007 and is the winner of The Austin Nature Conservatory Environmental Educator of the Year Award.  
Deanna Engber

Deanna Engber is a licensed professional counselor and a licensed occupational therapist who holds a B.S. in Occupational Therapy, a Masters of Divinity, and special study in educational psychology.  She has worked with children for over 37 years in a variety of settings, including: schools, homes, hospitals, residential facilities, and churches.  She is the mother of an 11 year old daughter.
Jean Kuecher

Puppeteer Jean Kuecher is producer of the Marionette Playhouse and has delighted audiences since age ten. With a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education and Masters' degree in Education: Counseling and Guidance, she brings unique expertise and insight to her craft. As a teacher she used puppetry to enhance her classroom curriculum. As a school counselor she developed weekly marionette shows on self-awareness themes. Her ability as a marionette and puppet builder, scriptwriter, costume and scene designer, and master performer combine to create presentations that entertain, educate, and stir the imagination.  

Joan Andersen
Joan is currently working as a Kindergarten teacher to 4 classes and is teaching 1st & 2nd grade drama.  She has taught special education preschool and taught first grade for 14 years.  
Lupita Hannusch

Lupita is the Spanish teacher for 2 year olds – 4th grade at Redeemer Lutheran School.  She holds a degree in education and has been teaching children of all ages for many years.  Her recent teaching adventures have led her to combine the teaching of Spanish with American Sign Language.  She has been instrumental in the success of the Risas y Sonrisas Spanish Curriculum.  Her lively and active classroom experiences treat students to a “Broadway Show type experience” each time they visit.

Kim Nungaray
Kim serves as the Program Assistant at Redeemer Lutheran School.  She attended Texas State University and she brings many years of experience in education with her.  She regularly takes interested families on tours of the school and will take you on a great tour of the classrooms at Redeemer and help you get some new ideas to take home with you.
Kirsten Knottleson

Kirsten has been working with, playing with, observing, and striving to better understand, educate, and support parents for over 15 years. She believes passionately that play, connection, and emotional release allows children and adults to live happy, fulfilling lives. She is married and enjoys wrestling with her two, very playful boys. You can reach her at kirsten@handinhandworkshops.com
Mary Caputo

Mary holds an M.Ed. in Early Childhood – Special Education.  She has worked with young children for over 20 years.  She is currently the coordinator for the Early Childhood Connections Department in Leander ISD.

Nancy Johnson

Nancy is an Early Childhood Trainer & Consultant, as well as a Child Health Consultant.  She is a former toddler & preschool teacher and former center director.  Nancy is trained in Positive Behavior Support, Incredible Years, Devereux’s DECA & DECA Clinical.

Rebecca Manferd

Rebecca has a BA and an MA in early education and is a certified bilingual elementary teacher. She is a professional master trainer (#1009)  with over 40 years experience as a teacher, a director,  and a presenter of  staff development workshops for early childhood educators.  Her online staff development website (www.rjmservices.com) offers courses that are accepted in many states for required annual training hours.
Rob Vires

Rob has been a firefighter for 14+ years and was recently promoted to the rank of Captain.  He is married to a wonderful wife and they have two beautiful daughters ages9 and 6.  Teaching CPR and First Aid for the past 10 years has been a tremendous blessing and opportunity to help others.
Robyn Rogers
Robyn is a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) and a Certified Reality Therapist (CRT).  She earned a Masters degree (Med) in Counseling Psychology from the University of Arkansas.  She has served on the faculty in Psychology at Texas State University for more than twenty years.

Steven Jahnke

Steven serves as the Assistant Principal at Redeemer Lutheran School.  He also serves as the Vice Chair of the National Lutheran School Accreditation Commission of Texas.  He is a graduate of Concordia Austin and earned in Masters Degree from Texas State.

Tivy Whitlock

Tivy Whitlock has worked professionally in the San Antonio area for 20 years having been employed in diverse companies ranging from PBS to Northeast Lakeview College.  She is a registered, professional master level trainer, and a specialty trained parent educator working with adult learners and children of all ages.  Tivy earned her B.A. in Business from Southwestern University in Georgetown and her master’s in Adult and Higher Education from The University of Texas at San Antonio.  She currently sits on one State board, the Committee on Child Care Licensing, as appointed by Governor Perry.  Tivy and her husband, Paul, have been blessed with three children now ages 9, 6, and 4.

